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Shift in responsibility
for ex-convicts from
state to local agencies
due to budget crunch
Spurs anger, confusion.

By Jason Sowna

The first four times Pam-
ela Morriswas released from
Dprison, she would go to her
state parole officers or they
would occasionally malke
unannounced solo visits to
make sure she wasn’t com-
mitfing new crimes,

But after Morris com-
pleted a state sentence for

€es causing friction

shoplifting earlier this year,
she reported to Los Angeles
County probation officers
under a new cost-cutting
state program known as re-
alignment and checked into
a group home for newly re-
leased female ex-convicts.

‘Things were going well,

Morris said, until the after-
noon three LAPD officers

showed up at her door,

handcuffed her and search-
ed herroom.

“They scared the Iiving
mess out ofme,” said Morris,
who added that she takes
medicine for schizophrenia,

“Nobody would tell me what

was goingon.”
Rather than keeping her
on the right track, Morris

M

‘to relieve California’s over-

said the incident was so un-
nerving that she briefly went
back to living on the streets
before returning to the
group home. “It kind of set
me back,” she said, -

- The encounter at Morris’
home highlights one of the
new friction points created
by a recent shift of responsi-
bility for thousands of pris-
oners and ex-conviets from
state to local authorities.
Realignment was intended

crowded prison system by
keeping more low-level of-
fenders in local jails rather
than transferring them to
state custody. And by giving
local agencies more respon-
sibility for monitoring pris-
oners freed on probation,

the state can save hundreds |

of millions of dollars.

But city and county et
forts to keep tabs on nearly
6,000 felons released in L A,
County alone have also
Prompted confuision and an-
ger, jockeying among agen-
cies for millions in public
money and warnings that
Dublic safety employees are
facing new dangers.

Los Angeles Countysher-
ifi”s deputies and LAPD offi-

[See Parolees, A9]
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